Leicester: Fairtrade City
Five year manifesto
Background
LaFT (Leicester advocating Fairtrade), the city’s Fairtrade action group, wants to work
with others to drive forward Leicester as a Fairtrade City with actions for a range of
actors and also achievable ambitions for different areas of the city and city life.
The overall aim is to increase awareness of and therefore use of Fairtrade products and
resources across as wide a group of organisations and individuals as possible to ensure
that not only does Leicester retain its Fairtrade City status, but also that it is seen as an
ethical leader.
We hope that the Fairtrade manifesto will work with other similar strategies for the city,
including the Sustainable Communities Strategy – One Leicester, Leicester City Council’s
Corporate Plan and the Leicester Environment Strategy.

Who will be involved
Initially we hope the manifesto will be a partnership between Leicester City Council,
LaFT, Midlands Co-op, Leicester College, the Diocese of Leicester, a number of other
groups and associations in the city and some initial ‘champion’ businesses and
organisations who will pledge their support to the Leicester Fairtrade City aims.
Over the course of the five year manifesto, the ambition will be for other city actors to
join the strategy and action group and work together to help deliver its aims.
Leicester Fairtrade City will also institute a pledge for individuals and organisations to
sign to note their commitment to Fairtrade and to take action to support and promote
Fairtrade in Leicester.

Aims
To develop Leicester’s status as a Fairtrade City to:

 Lead the UK in local activities to raise awareness of and promote Fairtrade, including
a leading role for Leicester City Council.

 Increase the use and purchase of all Fairtrade goods across the city, by individuals
and organisations.
 To develop city-wide awareness of and involvement in the issues.

 To develop cross-city initiatives that involve people of all backgrounds, cultures, faiths
and ages in activities to do with Fairtrade.

 To increase the number of shops and cafés selling and serving Fairtrade goods.

 To increase the number of businesses offering staff Fairtrade options, including
recruiting key ‘Fairtrade champion’ businesses.

 To work with schools and young people to include Fairtrade issues within learning
across the curriculum.

 To work with the city’s colleges and universities to support them to become Fairtrade
campuses and take a central role in Fairtrade City activities and initiatives.

Consultation
A questionnaire based consultation was carried out during Fairtrade Fortnight 2008 to inform this manifesto and the
responses and ideas of Leicester people have been incorporated (see appendix one for further information).
Over the first year of the manifesto further one-to-one and group consultations will help to develop the manifesto and
local people and organisations’ commitment to it and participation to help deliver its aims. Consultations will be
pursued with:
 Leicester Council of Faiths,

 The Anglican and Roman Catholic Diocese, Methodist District and local Jewish community,

 Community groups through neighbourhood centres,

 A college consultation led by Leicester College as an exemplar site,
 Local businesses.

The consultation will achieve a number of different aims:

 To raise awareness of Leicester's status as a Fairtrade City,

 To gain comments and ideas on the content of the manifesto,

 To engage more people and groups in the Fairtrade City steering group and the achievement of the manifesto.
A slogan will be developed for the project this will be a strapline to the phrase ‘Leicester Fairtrade City’ and will be
included in the consultation during Fairtrade Fortnight 2008. One suggestion is ‘Leicester Fairtrade City – lives life
with a clear conscience’ or ‘Leicester Fairtrade City – has ethics at its centre.’

Specific areas for action
LaFT believes there is a great deal that we can achieve over the next five years and we have set out some of our planned
areas of activities in this document. Some of our ideas are ambitious; others more pragmatic but we believe all can be
achieved during the five year period through an effective partnership and commitment from all actors involved.

Shops and cafés
We want to increase the number of shops and cafés offering Fairtrade options by 10% each year, reaching 100 in 2013.
This will include an initial baseline survey of the situation in Leicester – the current estimate is that 65 cafés and shops
offering Fairtrade products. The survey would be followed by a joint mailing between LaFT and Leicester City Council to
all city shops and cafés. The mailing will raise awareness of Fairtrade, including information about the potential retail
benefits and where shops and cafés can source Fairtrade products.
We will also provide an updated guide on where to buy Fairtrade in Leicester, including a regularly updated website
(see awareness raising section).
As highlighted in consultation responses, we will try to link to existing and planned environmental schemes making clear
the connection between supporting Fairtrade and combating climate change. These actions will meet, and exceed the
national criteria for Fairtrade cities.

Schools
Following the example of schools like Uplands Junior School, Sir Jonathan North, Rushey Mead, Whitehall Primary
School and Parks Primary School, LaFT will work with the City Council, Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire, other
groups and city schools to promote the newly launched Fairtrade Schools initiative and support schools to achieve this
status. By 2013 we aim to have 50 per cent of Leicester city schools actively supporting Fairtrade (teaching Fairtrade as
part of the curriculum and holding awareness raising activities) and at least ten schools achieving or pursuing Fairtrade
School status.
Longer term actions will include:

 Encouraging schools to stock Fairtrade items in vending machines or in tuck shops.

 Working with suppliers to ensure that fruit for schools is Fairtrade and/or locally grown – linking with the Healthy
Schools initiative.

 Links to Fairtrade sports goods and even Fairtrade uniforms.

Colleges
Following the example of Leicester College, LaFT will work with the other city colleges to encourage and support them in
actively promoting, stocking and serving Fairtrade products.

Universities
Work with both city universities to support them in becoming Fairtrade Universities – both campuses are already pursuing
this aim.
We would also hope to engage the universities with Fairtrade activities in the city, including representatives from the
university sitting on the LaFT group.

Entertainment venues
We will work with entertainment and leisure venues (including sports centres) to offer Fairtrade drinks and food and,
in leisure centres using Fairtrade sports balls.
Initial work will focus on City Council supported venues and will then expand to include other venues in the city.
Such venues include:

 All new sites in the Cultural Quarter
 De Montfort Hall

 The Peepul Centre
 The Y Theatre
 Museums
 Libraries

 LCB Depot

Festivals and events
All City Council supported festivals should encourage stallholders to offer Fairtrade coffee, tea, sugar and other
appropriate products.
This approach will be extended to encourage other city festivals to encourage caterers and other stalls to offer Fairtrade
as a choice.

Fairtrade communities / Fairtrade streets
As part of the Fairtrade City manifesto, LaFT and other partner groups will develop at least five Fairtrade communities or
Fairtrade streets throughout the city, all of which will work at the most local level to show their commitment to and to
raise awareness of Fairtrade.
These communities/streets will sign a pledge to use
Fairtrade products where possible and will work to
encourage others locally to find out more about and
try Fairtrade products. We will encourage the groups
to hold events for Fairtrade Fortnight and at other times
during the year. They will also be encouraged to feed
into the LaFT/Fairtrade City groups to suggest ideas
and seek support for local initiatives.
These groups will be broadly interpreted and could
include faith groups, groups of employees, a range
of employers in a defined locality or could be people
living in the same area. We will also encourage newly
formed ward groups to become Fairtrade groups.
We will work to ensure that this work is aligned with
work to deliver local environment groups/actions with
some groups becoming ‘ethi-green’ groups.

Working with other organisations
Initially LaFT will work with the Christian and Jewish faith groups already engaged in Fairtrade activities to further develop their commitment, including regular reviews and further actions to ensure all churches and synagogues offer
Fairtrade refreshments. They will also be encouraged to run Fairtrade specific activities at least once a year in line with
national Fairtrade criteria.
In addition, LaFT will work with the Council of Faiths, Churches Together in Leicestershire, the City Council and others
to engage Leicester’s other faith communities about Fairtrade and in joint Fairtrade activities.
LaFT will aim to work with other voluntary groups to raise awareness of linked issues (see below).
It will also begin to work with those providing refreshments in hospitals, police stations and other public buildings to
encourage them to offer Fairtrade products.

MPs and other politicians
LaFT, working with others, will ensure that all Leicester’s
political figures are aware of Fairtrade, including local
activities, and are encouraged to actively participate
and be aware of the positive impact of Fairtrade both
overseas and in Leicester. It will particularly work with
the City Council
to ensure all Councillors are aware of Fairtrade and what
it means for Leicester to be a Fairtrade City (see below).

Leicester City Council
As part of meeting the criteria for being a Fairtrade City
Leicester City Council has adopted the following pledge
which sets out 10 tangible goals for the Council to work
towards over the next five years:
1.

All members and officers to be aware of Fairtrade
and actions.
2. All schools to incorporate Fairtrade into the curriculum.
3. We will make use of as many Fairtrade products as possible within school catering - starting with bananas and
fruit juices.
4. All catering franchises to use and promote Fairtrade products.
5. All vending machines to stock Fairtrade products.
6. All Leicester City Council supported festivals and events to have a Fairtrade element.
7. Every Fairtrade Fortnight to be actively promoted and supported by Leicester City Council.
8. All Leicester City council staff polo shirts to be made from Fairtrade cotton.
9. All footballs used in Leicester City Council schools and leisure centres to be Fairtrade.
10. We will promote our work to other Local Authorities and Fairtrade towns and cities.
The City Council will also continue to act as a partner with LaFT in achieving the ambitions set out in the Leicester
Fairtrade City Manifesto.

Businesses
The Fairtrade City steering group, based on the LaFT group and appropriate support from the City Council and business
champions, will work with businesses to achieve at least three Fairtrade business champions each year including a range
of different sized organisations and from different sectors. These businesses will serve Fairtrade to their staff in cafés or
staff rooms and be willing to promote Fairtrade to other local businesses in the city, including carrying out Fairtrade
activities on their own sites or supporting city-wide activities.
The category of businesses includes local B&Bs and hotels, both of whom should be encouraged to take up Fairtrade and
offer it to customers as well as staff.
Initial approaches will be targeted, but in time a mailing to all city-based businesses should be carried out with the
support and input of the Fairtrade champions.

Tourism
LaFT and the City Council will work with Leicestershire Promotions to ensure that the status of Leicester as a Fairtrade
City is used to promote the city in appropriate ways and that significant Fairtrade activities carried out in the city receive
support and promotion.

Links to other issues
Fairtrade can effectively link with other city issues and strategies and LaFT, supported by others, will try to ensure that it
works with other groups when possible.
The question of connections with other issues was asked in the April 2008 consultation and resulted in an overwhelming
request for connections to be made (76% of respondents wanted the link made) and particularly with environmental
issues and climate change (46 responses).
Other issues included:
 Poverty, including child poverty
 Health
 Education
 Local food
 Working conditions, including sweatshops
Fairtrade can also be linked to both community cohesion and regeneration: in both instances there are overlaps in terms
of treating others with dignity and working together with others, around the world in the instance of Fairtrade, for mutual
benefit. In addition a number of Fairtrade or development initiatives can provide inspiration for regeneration and show
positive examples of how the poorest people can be supported to work their way out of poverty when treated with respect.

Learning from other cities and sharing
good practice
Leicester should continue, through the LaFT group and sharing between local authorities, to work with other regional
and national cities to learn from their example, to lead the way and to work together to take forward the positive impact
of Fairtrade in Leicester, the UK and countries worldwide.

LaFT
The Leicester advocating Fairtrade group is made up entirely of volunteers working to promote the issues across the city.
The group aims to continue its work and to sit at the heart of the Leicester Fairtrade City manifesto and its achievement.
It aims to help facilitate others’ actions to support and move forward Fairtrade and to work in partnership with others to
ensure that the city remains at the forefront of activities to promote Fairtrade and establish it as a choice at as many
shops, cafes and venues across the city.
As noted above, LaFT will aim to grow its membership over time to include representatives of other groups, organisations
and committed individuals.

10th anniversary celebration
All of the above activity and initiatives will be brought together during 2012, Leicester’s tenth anniversary as a Fairtrade
City to create city-wide activities, events and street celebrations to involve every group, organisation or business that is
involved in or committed to Fairtrade. The Fairtrade street and community groups will be encouraged to hold local coffee
mornings or Fairtrade tea parties, businesses will be urged to do the same, faith groups will organise Fairtrade feasts
and ethical themed services, all culminating in a city-centre festival style event celebrating the food, festivities and
cultures of the countries and communities that produce the Fairtrade products the city enjoys and also celebrating the
local communities and organisations that are supporting Fairtrade.
This should be linked to other issues, including environmental issues and local food and could also connect to healthy
eating.

Next steps
The manifesto is a living document and should continue to be updated with new ideas, input and challenges.

Appendix one – consultation results
The consultation included 328 questionnaires from a range of sources including staff and students at Leicester
College, staff at Leicester City Council, church goers across Leicester, customers to Just Fairtrade and individuals who
filled in the online questionnaire.
Results included:

 61% of respondents were aware that Leicester is a Fairtrade city

 83% of respondents buy Fairtrade, the most common answer for why people don't is that Fairtrade is 'too expensive'

 86% buy Fairtrade from supermarkets, 23% buy from Just

 Respondents were asked to rank the actions they would like to see happening in Leicester, the responses in order of
priority are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

More shops and cafes offering Fairtrade
Schools, colleges and universities seeking Fairtrade status and offering Fairtrade products
Leicester City Council actively supporting Fairtrade
Entertainment venues serving Fairtrade snacks
Champion businesses offering Fairtrade to staff and customers
More connections with Fairtrade producers
Fairtrade at all city festivals
More information about Fairtrade available in Leicester
More Fairtrade events and activities
Signs in the city saying it's Fairtrade
Local communities taking local actions to support Fairtrade

 76% think that Fairtrade should be linked to other issues including sustainability, climate change, global poverty

 72% would like to buy Fairtrade products when they're out in the evening

 8% are keen to join a Fairtrade group

 27% know their business/place of work is involved in Fairtrade, 18% either say it's not involved or they don't know.

